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‘TO THE READERS’ 


In this initial Bulletin of the Botanical Survey of India, it may be desirable to 
state in brief the history and plan of the organisation and the purpose of the 
Survey, both for the sake of record as to its inauguration and establishment, and 
as an indication of the problems which it will attempt to solve and the services it 
is designed to render to the country. Most appropriately, therefore, historical 
sketches of the Botanical Survey and its various attached organisations have been 

_ ui:„i - 1 : _ _ i: ___i__ _ ±:c » __ i _- 

jjuuumicu in uns issue, pi cecuuig me pui ciy scicuuiic m ucics emu uiuci miumia,- 

tion of sufficient interest. 


The object of the Survey will be to secure accurate and detailed information 
as to the occurrence, distribution, ecology and economic utility of plants in the 
Indian Union, for the benefit of Science and the people; ^nd for those in the 
Universities and other academic institutions, to collect, identify, and distribute 
materials that may be of service in educational and research work. It is evident 
from the foregoing, that one of the first subjects for attention concerns collection 
of data from different parts of the various States so as to determine what existing 
species of plants occur in our States; or in other words to secure a state of census of 
the different species of plants in India. Such studies as these must in time form a 
very important basis in the determination of the greatest utility for the particular 
sections which are studied, and consequently give a foundation for important 
economic applications. 

Through the medium of this Bulletin, it is hoped to publish from time to time, 
and as and when sufficient materials accumulate, the results of activities of the 
Survey in its exploratory and scientific fields. It is found expedient to limit its 
scope to branches of botany with which the Survey is concerned, and having 
a bearing on plants pertaining to India. 
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not possible to give it a concrete form earlier. The delay was unavoidable as several 
formalities had necessarily to be adhered to and undergone. Since obtaining 
official sanction from the Government of India, strenuous work had to be put by 
all the Officers of the Survey, and the various articles contributed by them in this 
number is a fitting testimony of their earnest endeavour and enthusiasm, for which 
my grateful acknowledgments are due to them, 

I am to specially acknowledge here the help rendered by Sri K. S. Srinivasan, 
Curator, Industrial Section, Indian Museum in all possible ways connected with 
the publication of this bulletin. 

I can confidently hope that the encouragement the Bulletin will receive from 
its readers from far and wide, will bring it notable success at home and abroad, 

J. C. Sen Gupta, 
Chief Botanist , 

Botanical Survey of India. 
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